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KL Hospital can
now operate
virtually anywhere

By Toh An Nee
Kunala Lumpur, Fri: Kuala
Lumpur Hospital (KLH) now
owns a fully-equipped Ma-
laysian-made mobile trauma
surgical unit - the world’s
first ~ that can be transport-
ed to a disaster zone or to a
hospital and set up for im-
mediate use.

The mobile operation the-
atre (OT) was designed joint-
ly by KLH emergency medi-
cal and trauma department
director Dr Abu Hassan
Asaari Abdullah and John.
son Medical Group technical
director Agne Nilsson.

Launching the mobile
unit here today, Abu Hassan
told reporters he came up
with the idea of building
such a unit in 1996.

He designed it with Nils-
son over 18 months while the
construction took six
months.

The hospital purchased
the unit from Johnson Medi-
cal for RM 1.7 million.

The company had invest-

ed heavily into research and
development, and the unit
actually costs RM3 million.

He said the unit, located
behind KLLH emergency me-
dical and trauma depart-
nient, wiil be operational in
two weeks as the departmen-
t's four OTs will be closed for
renovation.

If any other hospital
needs to use the unit, it can
be easily dismantled and
transported by normal low-
bed trucks and a standard
crane, Abu Hassan added.

It can be installed and
ready for use in three hours.

Nilsson said the unit is
the first in the world which
successfully separates an OT
into halves during trans-
portation and allows for a

larger OT than those nor- -

mally seen in cther mobile
theatres.

It comprises three sepa-
rate containers which can be
docked and bolted tcgether
using specially-designed
docking channels to ensure a
secure fit,

Its main features include
an OT, separate induction
and disinfection rooms, and
a storage facility for sterile
goods. Over 80% of the
equipment is locally manu-
factured.

Johnson Medical s group
general manager Fredrik
Nyberg said the unit's venti-
lation system is unique as it
provides 100% fresh air fil-
tered through special sterile
filters, developed by Johnson
Medical and patented world-
wide, to ensure high stan-
dards of hygiene in the OT

Nyberg said the unit com-
plies fully with the Health
Ministry’s stringent guide-
lines on functionality and
safety.

Its other unique features
include stainless steel pro-
tected doorways and high
density wall surfaces to mi-
nimise maintenance, remov-
able cabinets and sheives,
and multi- mevement ceiling
pendants which provide me-
dical gas and electrical ser-
vices



